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With booming sales of videos
and home computers, joining

the two became inevitable. Philip
Reevell looks at the interactive video's

scope, from mail ordering to home safety

Michael Aldrich, md of Rediffusion, whose Te]eputerombmes video wi a compte to conl what apears o the creen '

% he value of televi-
& B sionand computers
! a5 learning aids has
o been apparent to

I8 teachers and trainers
for some time, but until re-
cently the potential of com-
bining them has remained
unhamessed.

Now however, with wide-
spread use of microcompu-
ters in business and education, and with
a video boom well under way, all this is
changing. Attention is turning to ways of
putting these technologies to work
together.

Naturally this marriage of technolo-
gies demands a new term to describe it,
and one has been found - interactivity.
Its meaning is relatively simple - the use
of a computer to control what appears,
and when, on a television screen.

The idea is for the student or viewer
(interactivity is also destined for the
home) to benefit from ‘interacting’ with
what is shown on the television.

Trainers and Tv producers have
quickly grasped the educational poten-
tial of using the computer to help explain
what appears on the screen, and to
check that the student understands what.
is shown. They also appreciate that the
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computer can tailor programmes to
meet the needs of individual students.

In that context, the BBC's interest in
the Acorn Atom computer learning pro-
ject makes a lot of sense. But the real
work with interactivity is coming from
programme-makers in industry and
computer-aided leaming specialists,
1ather than the broadcasters. The com-
mercial specialists are already using
large numbers of video tape recorders
(VTRs) for training and communications in |
business. ‘

Several new systems have appeared
in recent months. Considerable public-
ity was given to one particular system, -
the Teleputer or System Alpha from’
Rediffusion Computers, which laid claim
to virtually every interactive option im-:
aginable. Michael Aldrich, Rediffusion’s
managing director, wrote: ‘Teleputer

videotex terminal is an exam-
ple of converged technology;
television, videotext, teletext,
personal computing, word
processing and network
communications.'

The system consists of a
personal computer, TV moni-
tor, Prestel-style viewdata
and comes in five models -
two of which are intended for
interactive video applications.

Teleputer should appeal to a number
of different markets, but it leans towards
the kind of large organisations which
have been customers for Rediffusion's.
private viewdata systems in the past.

The two interactive options are in-'
tended for use with a video tape recor-
der or video disk. The video disk option
is ruled out because no disk players are
available in this country yet. As for tape,
Rediffusion has had difficulty finding
someone to produce software for it.

This is a snag facing all interactive
systems, since there is no hustory of
production -for this new style of prog-
ramme-making.

Two other interactive systems have
tried to get round this snag. The Felix’
Leaming System (as in Felix the cat or

computer-aided training) has its »
83




The computer also puts questions to check the viewer can understand what is shown

B

» mucrocomputer, TV screen and VTR I
enther a desktop or stand-alone mode!.
More importantlv the maker of Feix :
has also scheduled & hbrary of mierac-
tive courses for use with the systen.

Meanwhile Senv Corperancn has -
troduced a Viceo Responder using g vTw
with a simple. programmapble ssiector
responder and printer. Sxisung ‘Jiqieo
programmes Can be re-programmed or
edited © e viewer on wha' e or
she iswawching.

Sony's mnterest i this type of system
goes beyond the Kesponder. siice zhg
ihree mieractive svsiems described
here use & vT® :hat was first introduced
1v Sony. called the U-Matic.

The U-Matic uses three-quarter mch
1ape rather than the hali-inch tape found
o heme wvidec recorcers, and has 2
secend audio track on which the compu-
1er program can be laid to control the
Interacuve viceo.

Consequently the wviewer can use
either a keyboard or keypad to mstruct
the machine to mun fast forward cr
backwards to find the most reievant
plece of the programme. The micro-
computer can also put guestions on the
screen checking that the viewer under-
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like a video game, but the principle of
branching into different sequences de-
pending on the viewer's reaction could
have great potential for self-learning.
Even so, although such appeal is
acknowledged by those in training,
there has been no rush to interactive
video tape systems for several reasons.
Firstly, interactivity is a new use of
technolegy which appeals to video pro-
ducers and computer trainers - but
neither group is athome with it yet.
Secondly, video tape poses a problem
as it takes some time 1o access particular
sections of the programme. At worst it

|can take 20 seconds or more. This

timelag can frustrate a student
although it can be concealed by cunning
use of graphics.

However this timelag problem be-
comes more upsetting because there is
a system offering almost instant access —
the video disk.

Video disk systems use a laser or
stylus to read information from a special-
ly-made disk playing at high speed.
With some disk systems it is possible to
access a single Tv picture among the
54,000 pictures on one side in next to no
time atall

- of videc disk systems link =

:Maiorderand study
: » the appropriate kev, and
¢ watch a videc demonstraticn
¢ of that product. The enure
system 5 American, but the
disk has been made speciall
for Mothercare.
Mere sophisticated users

with a3 mucrocompuier. such
as an Appie. Cne projec:
uses an Apple tc conirzl a3
videc disk about Apple maimenance
The student can watch as the Appie
‘ dismantled, and the procedure can b
(Iepeated. Questons appear con ch
. SCreen about what shouid be done. Th
stucent has options ‘c waich any par: o
the procedure. Using the keyboard ic
select e appropriate section the oro-
cess continues unil the Appie 1s in
pieces.
An advantage of using & microcompu-
ter 1s that material cn the disk can be
i manipulated. With carefully-prepared
: disks, linked o floppy disk, an encrmous
i range of uses becomes possibie, from
‘maii order buying or iechmcal treining
-10 self-paced study.
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(1]

| It need not be an Apple ‘that conircis

stands what has been shown. i

If the viewer does nct undersiand the |
computer finds a section on the tape:
which will help solve the protlem.

For instance. Felix demonsirates a
programme about the Highway Cede in
whuch a car is shown being driven down
aroad The viewer is then questicned on
aspects of the Code that appear in the
programme.

The studen: keys 1n an answer and the
computer then prints out if that answer 1s
cerrect or net. I correct the tape moves
on ‘o ihe next sectcn. If wrong, ancther
i plece of the tape 1s shown When the
! programme 1S compiele. the compuier
! tots up the marks. and can even show the
resuias a graph i needed.

i In another programme the student
watches as a terrors:'s target leaves his
home. The acuon 1s then re-run. but the
target occasicnally overicoks the pre-
caunens tha: had been stessed in the

widhy

i—Trrm TAAjoT disadvantage however is
thatit isnot yet on sale in this country.

Travellers to the US where video

disks have been on sale for nearly two
vears have returned impressed, enth-
used and impatient, So instead of waiting
for Philips or Thorn EMI to start market-
ing video disks for the home, as both
have promised, equipment has been
iénported from the US to see what it can
0.

In fact, it can do an awful lot ~ at a

price. The video disk machine being
imported costs about £1,100 and is made
by Discovision, jointly owned by IBM
and MCA.

The player boasts 1 Kbyte memory

and a remote keypad to control the disk
as it runs fast forward, or in slow motion,
or holds a still frame, advances frame by :
frame and even accesses parts of the |
programme chapter by chapter.

Using the keypad the viewer can

first section When this happens the Ieact to questions that have been prog-

student should kevy in a response.

on. But if the student misses a mustake,

rammed into the disk itself. An example
If the student does so. the tape runs of this basic interactivity canbe seenina
pioneering trial in four Mothercare

then the computer runs the sound of the shops around the country.

person being killed.

Mums choose one of five products

This gruesome example mav sound they want to know more about, press b

the disk player, ncr need it be & disk

player. Ever. when they are avaiiabie,
disk-making 1s expensive and perma-
nent - programimes cannot pe updatec.

Provided hardware and software e
to link computer and disk player cr
and controi the disk or tape. then
teractive programining can operate with
other mucrocomputers.

Engmeenrg traming projects are
being carried cut with an Acorr Aem
and & U-Mauc. In ancther project, it s
intended ic link an Atar: home computer
witha video disk plaver

At present, outside the US. interaciive
video 15 1 its infancy. Video creducers
are expenmenting with styles of prog-
ramming, software houses are locking a:
pessibie applications and courseware.

Yet as mMICroCCmpulers enier more -

offices and heomes and as
videc Dpecm coniunues.
teractivity s likeiv tw©
I heavily promoted. Cerizinly
- wideo disk manufaciurers wiil
pe keen 1o sell the conce
compete with the weli-esiab-
lished videc reccrcers.

It is 100 soon however ic
judge whether tha! means
interactive video is an entire-

ly good thing, but 1t may prove i ;
lifesaver. For a teach-yourself-first-
disk is available 1n the USA showin
simuiation of a man choking 10 death on
churnk of meat:

The screen suggests ways of saving
the man's life. The viewer chooses cne
way and watches as, one hopes. the man
is saved. One day you 100 may owe your
life to interactive videc. -
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Further details:

Felix Learming Systems
01-404 5041

Sony (UK) Ltd

Sunbury (09327) 81211
Rediffusion Computers
Crawley (0293) 31211
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LONDON, Thursday

REDIFUSION UNVEILS |
‘TELEPUTER’ TERMINAL

A NEW style of information device that for the first time
combines the technologies of television, personal comput-
ing, video recording and telecommunications has been
launched by Rediffusion Computers Ltd.

Called a Teleputer termunal,
the device is aimed initially at the
rapidly developing market for
business viewdata or videotex
terminals but is likely ultimately
to be at thé heart of the home
information system.

The Teleputer terminal will be
the thing that takes the personal
computer and videotex into the
sitting room at-home or into a
new-style information room

- when the home market develops

later this decade, says the firm’s
managing director Mr. Michael
Aldrich.

First deliveries of the new de-
vice will take place in both Bri-
tain and continental Europe early
next year and later, probably
through a marketing agreement
with a home based company, in
the United States.

Looking like a desk top
minicomputer with a similar
keyboard, the Teleputer can,
with very little instruction, be
used as a computer terminal,
word processor, data processor,
graphics processor, computer as-
sisted learning station or system,
publications system, batch ter-

and manufacture of high technol-

.. ogy integrated circuits and mic-
- rowave devices has been opened

in eastern England by Marconi

* “Electronic Devices Limited
- (MEDL). Costing around 15
- million pounds sterling, the

-plant, which will employ about
.. :500, is believed to be the most
~-advanced of its kind'in Europe. "

~:Half- the production is -ex-

minal for sending information to
another computer, videotex or
viewdata terminal, management
work station, technical and pro- -
fessional work station and a tele-
vision set.

The system used on the Tele-
puter, designated by Rediffusion -
as System Alpha, can:be.config- -
ured for specific use as five
models, simply as a
viewdata/videotex terminal with .
or without broadcast television,
as a terminal with -editing
facilities for the preparation of '

* viewdata/videotex pages by pro-

fessional information providers,
as a personal computer with ac-

cess to viewdata/videotex, as a

computer with video cassette re-

_cording facilities and/or video

disc.— LPS .

“ADVANCED SEMICONDUCTOR
PLANT OPENED

'LINCOLN, Thursday _
_.A PLANT for the development

defence equipment and haif in the-
telecommunications equipment.
The plant is part of MEDL's
ten-year expansion plan in the
specialist semiconductor, power
and microwave device market in -
Europe and considerably to ex-
pand their share of the American
market. : .
Tagether with. other MEDL

plants it will. manufacture-
‘Europe’s largest range of
semiconductor .devices-.and..as-.

.semblies plus specialised.and ad-_
- vanced micro-electronic- hybrid.
thick film circuits..—(LPS) i

pected to-be ‘used-in-advanced
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TTAP re D¢

for cable

ANNOUNCING its new re-
port on cable systems the gov-
ernment’s Information Tech- ,
nology Advisory Panel stressed g
that government must an-
nounce a policy on cable stan-
dards by the end of the year if
the UK industry is not to be
swamped by overseas competi-
tion.

The Information Technology
Advisory Panel (ITAP) represents
the voice of industry rather than

EXTRACT TROM COVPUTERTALLK

£9.3.19282

the rarified voice of Whitehall,
with panel members such as Ivor
Cohen, the managing director of
Mullard, and Mike Aldrich, man-
aging director of Rediffusion Com-
puters. Panel members stressed
that if the decision was left any
longer than this the coming of the
next election could cause an addi-
tionsa] delay.

Perhaps the most attractive as-
pect of the report lies In the
conviction that investment in cable
systems can be wholly from the
private and pot the public sector.

Franchises on a regional basis
are expected to attract local fin-
ance. The report estimates that it
would cost about £2.5bn to pro-
vide cable services to half the

. homes in the country.

The present restrictions on pro-
gramming should be lifted (apart
from decency/sedition require-
ments) with cable operators setting
up a self-regulatory body.

Design standards should be
established before the end of the
year. The system must be able to
support interactive services and

- link with BT’s packet-switching

service (PSS).

On a controversial note the re-
port says that the splitting of regu-
latory responsibilities between the
Home Office, the Department of
Industry and British Telecom
could hinder developmenis here.

Cable systems are seen as a
means of enhancing rather than
opposing the recently announced
direct broadcasting by sateilite,
providing cheaper access to satel-
lite ransmissions than with aerials.

-Gable tv cou

. The go-ahead for cable tv.could

provide a big boost for Britain’s
computer and consumer elec-
tronics industries, the Govern-

-ment has been told by a team of

its own experts.

. The Information Technolo:
Advisory Panel told Mrs That-
cher that the development of
cable television would enable
more people to work from home

 ‘aided by the decreasing cost of

microelectronics, the growing
popularity of home computers,
the development of combined
computer/viewdata terminals
and so on.’

The panel pointed out that

- information could be transmitted

far faster along cables than it
could down a telephone line.
In particular, cable would
open up the huge world potendal
in office technology systems,
similar to broadband technology
which was the only system that

| could cope with high data rates.

“The creation of a United
Kingdom cable industry produc-
ing standard systems would
provide major opportunities for
United Kingdom computer and
office system industries.

“The cable systems themselves
would offer a substantial market
for the computer industry. For
fail-safe operation, each would
require two computers to control
the transmissions and operate
subscriber billing. Total
expenditure might be £100
million, split between hardware
and software elements.’

The report was drawn up by
M. J. Aldrich, managing director
of Rediffusion Computers, C. A.
Davies, managing director of In- *
formation Technology Ltd and
C. N. Read.

Ministers are planning to take
a quick decision this year as re-
quested by the panel, and intro-
duce legislation in the Queen’s
Speech in November.
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JIMMY YOUNG:

Now I don't suppose you could imagine the time would ever come
about when you'd be able to sit at home and do Yyour shopping, book
your holidays, find out about local events, watch any film you choose,
vote on local issues, all via the telly. Well that's the prospect of
a new world of information opened up by the Cable Television revolution.
Now as a result of a report by the Government's Information Technology
Advisory Panel, that dream could be turned into reality within the
very next few years. If the plans get the government's backing, the
whole cost of the revolution will be paid for by private industry. Well
on the line to me now,'a Member of the Advisory Panel, just reported to
the government Mike Aldridge. Good morning Mike.
MIKE ALDRIDGE:

Oh good morning Jimmy.
J.¥.:

How likely is it do you think that this plan will actually
become a reality?
M.A.:

Well I think certainly the ball is firmly in the government's
court now. Yesterday the Home Secretary announced that a small team
was going to be set up to look at some of the implications for
broadcasting of this new cabling revolution. What we've actually asked
for is that by the middle of 1982 the government should announce the
broad outline of its policy towards cable systems, so that we can get
all the investment going and all the planning of the new systems.

J.Y.:

Well according to the press this morning they do seem to be quite

keen.
M.A.:

" Well the benefits to Britain of this kind of revolution are
really fantastic. A lot of investment, a lot of jobs, a lot of new

benefits for the consumer and really a major step in moving us into

the 21st century.
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JeYa:

You see Mike, for the benefit of people who don't know about
cable television, when you say a revolution I mean it is just that
it's not just the question of ah, we've got another channel to watch
programmes on, it's considerably more than that?

M.A.:

Yeah, it's really, it's like almost a hundred years ago when
we started to pipe water and gas and electricity into the homes. It's
new kinds of services pumped into the home that are going to really
affect our standard of living in the next century.

J.Y.:

Right, now what about, will everybody be able to get this or is
it just only the people in the large cities who'll be able to receive
cable television?

M.A.:

Well in doing our planning and working out some of the financial
implications we looked at cabling half the country which is the urban
areas, the cost of doing that, somewhere between £23 and £3 billion. To
cable for the suburban areas, which would oover about 75% of the population
would obviously cost more and maybe put the total bill up to about £4 billion.
Jo¥.:

So is it likely that it would perhaps start with just urban areas?
M.A.:

I think it would start with the urban areas and then go suburban and '
for the people in the rural areas, of course, they've got the new direct
broadcast satellite systems that are coming along, the BBC has announced
that it's going to be broadcasting from satellite by the mid 1980s and
even if you're a crofter in the North of Scotland you should be able to
receive those.

J.¥.: |

So there's no question of there being, so to speak,; a split nation,

I mean those who would just get the public networks, BBC and IBA, and

those who can get those networks plus the private cable company?



M.A.:

No, I don't think there's any possibility of a split nation,

I think the implementation of these cable networks around the country
will be you know piecemeal affair, it will start in certain cities and
certain towns and over a period of probably 5 or 10 years, you know, it
will grow and they'll start to link them into other kinds of services.
Jd.¥.:

You see, all this stuff, Mike about sitting at home and being able to
do your shopping, book your holiday, call the bank and so on, I mean it
sounds like another world really doesn't it?

M.A.:

Well that's what I said, it's the beginning of the 21st century.

That's what it's going to be like.
Jo¥.:

Now where's the revenue coming from to finance all of this?
M.A.:

From the private sector Jimmy. The sums have been done and
again it goes back, if you go back 100 years to the water and the
gas and the electricity, they were put in by private companies, people
who wanted to invest in their locality to provide new services, and we
certainly see no reason why exactly the same kind of investment can't
take place to bring in these new cable systems, so that local groups
are set up to instal cable systems, local consumers will pay for the
service, it's going to be a very localised affair.

J.¥.s

Right, what about advertisements? Would you see it carrying
advertisements?
M.A.:

Yes I think there is a good market for advertisements, particularly
local advetrtising, you know, the local butcher or baker who wants to
advertise his services, the local plumber, it's an ideal medium for
that kind of advertising. It's not a terribly good medium for the kind
of national advertising that you get on things like the independent

television at this time.
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JoY.:

—————

Now who's going to control the content of the programmes and
what goes into the home, who do you see controlling that?
M.A.:

Well T think there are two issues. T think the first issue
is really the sort of basics level, you know, quite clearly I don't
think the majority of people in this country would put up with say
any kind of pornography going into the home, I mean I certainly wouldn't
have any coming into my home. Obviously we don't want anything that
offends, you know, we want impartiality. I think there are a certain
number of basic things that have to be done, but thereafter I think
the services that are provided should be according to what the consumer
requirements are. So I would see an authority just laying down some basic
rules to say now look, you know, these are the things that you must stay
in line with and, you know, you must not do certain kinds of things.
Je¥e:

Now what do the existing media think about all this Mike, one
thinks of the BBC and the IBA and I suppose, to some extent local
newspapers perhaps?

M.A,:

Well dare I say, Jimmy, they're rather mixed reaction really. In
some areas that they can see that this new kind of communication medium
would pose a threat to them. In others and certainly some of the more
imaginative people, they can see tremendous new opportunities and I've
said at the press conference yesterday it's a bit like the beginning of
the printing revolution. In the year 1500 there were three printers in
England and there was enormous argument as to whether there should be any
more or whether if having any more it would create abuses and all those
other things. Well last year in England we printed over 200 million
booksy, you know the revolution came a long way it took quite a few
hundreds of years. I think this new revolution is going to go a long
way but it's going to be much much quicker. '
J.Y.:

Now you've urged the government to act quickly before we miss the

telecommunication bus, now how gquickly is quickly?



M.A.2

Well we've set a very very tight time scale for government.
We're asking for a policy statement by the middle of 1982 and for
them to work out the regulatory issues, you know, what they want to
regulate and how by the end of the year, and the government response
has really been very good. They are moving very fast, they can see
the benefits of it and you know something to happen in three months
in government's terms is almost instantaneous.
J.Y.:

L

Well it's a fascinating subject Mike and we shall be hearing
more I've no doubt. Nice to talk to Yyou on the programme,
M.A.:
Thanks very much Jimmy.
J.Y.:
Thank you very much indeed. That's Mike Aldridge, as I say he's
a member of the Advisory Panel who've just reported to the government on
which as you've heard just then the would be and looks like being, television

revolution.
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Lancaster House,
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Guardian, London.

eryen.

IN ECONOMIC terms, Bri-
tain nceds to he rewired to

provide a ..Uosﬁ.?: muiti-
communications network
~reaching every heme — and,

ideally the sooner the hetter.

In social terms, that post-
industrial process requires
measured debate, because it
iitvolves  foundations  deci-
sions  about - the potential

changes in " control of new

sources of information and
communication = ‘let” alone
about the quslity of everyday
V. Wl

The report of
Thatcher’s advisory panel on
information technology

(Cable Systems, HMSO,”
£3.60), published yesterday,
gives much more attention to

the urgency of the first factor
than to the importance of
the sécond. - L -

privale enterprise expansion
of local cable TV nelworks
each network having
monopoly contyol over its
programmes — as lhe road
wired society” in Bri-
In doing so it uses two

tain;

"ONE: Although the trugé

advantage of a total network

- is in-the new services of the

ate demdcracy

riear future (like home hank-
ing,  shopping,. or working
from the TV screen:; instant
electronic newspapers; and
possibly direct and immedia;,
through home
initial financing
of cable networks “will de-
pend on none of thesc things
but upon estimates of the

revenue from additional popu-

voting) the

Mrs

The panel argues for a

.- 1ayed  decision

. one academic,

lar programming channels.”

. TWO : Although interlock-
ing high-capacity  networks
are essential for.the new in-
dustries of infarmation tech-
nology, past policy decisions
have resulted’ in Britain's
small  cable-TV. . industry
shrinking instedd - of expand-
ing. (The ~.mco3.m$m the in-
dustry could die by 1986

under its present restrictions). -

: The panel — consisting of
four high - tech industrialists,
-and. one re-
search head — says it cannot
stress too highly the need for
speed. “The formulation of
broadccsting policy in  the
past has been a protracted
process, with major inquiries
extending over three or four
years and consultations then
o¢cupying a similar period,
This is wholly ihadequate for
thie present silugtion: a de-
is,. in this
case, the same as:a. negative
decision.” D
The “very tight” time:
table pioposed 1§ for hasic
decisions this simmer, and a
set of standard§ - agreed by
the year’s e€n the

. That,
panel argues, Would. enable
hig-town cable networks to
be ready in time tq synch-

4

“Yonise with direct broadeast-

jng by satellite, due to begin
in 1986; allow British tech-

' nology S_A_E..E.‘En the ser-

‘ayoiding massive
) ;and “Save the exist
ing cable TV indistry,

The panel also ‘puts that in
a political context: The pro-
spective operators and inves-
tors ‘must  have - sufficient

planning

-ean oceur.”

_tion is based on the

. B
.mw<m.m=o€= that private sec~

" time I :
in government policy
! Unless the: ;pt
cess is under way before theé
next general election;. !“there
is in our view little prospect
of ‘a modern cable industry
being established: {nthe UK’

Panel - members -insisted
yesterddy that the point had
nothing to’ do with party
politics. Mr Charles Read
director of the Inter-Bank
Research Organisation, - who
headed the. work .pn the:!
report, said it was ;Solely ‘a.
question of “cutting the
period of  uncertainty.” | for
entrepreneurs, caused by de
lays in an election period; -*

He said the proposals were:
founded on a consensus Of:™,
what was good forf the coun. .
try — “We think there is.=
such a broad consensus,” -

The panel estimates that it~
would cost - £2.5 billion to
provide the urban areas of
Britain — half the popula-
tion — with multi-channel
cahle services. That calcula- -
hizarre
maximum assumption that no
agreement is reached: with -

change

thie (so far) mnationalised Brir).
tish Telecom to use its:.
under-pavement _ducts and
that therefore all the pave-
ments . will have to be dug
up, and new wayleaves nego-
tiated. ' o RS

In advocating no call on:
ublic funds . for this, the
a

“The logo’of the Govifh

Lo BN o - pot !
‘already’ approved: 18 ' pilot
#'schemes for subscription TV

people, 7 but the

bl ga¥s ils investigatigns hree years too “late: Al
nel: says g ‘though it would be *“ more

comfortable” to follow the

‘tor finance will be forth- ! )

Mwﬂsiwmzl_m but only if the timetable envisaged for the
Government lifts the con- ‘trials, that would “almost
Straints‘and allows *“a full  ~certainly mean abandoning

range of = programmes ¢ JK D1 07
services to be provided on.. ‘Oveérseas interests.”” -

and < #UK ‘cable developments to

Sw,.ﬂ.w.??winﬁoaemwwx&o& ‘wmﬁ.
,.campaign ST

¥

by cable, serving -‘about ¥ choice of *conventional”

&
i

report says those. trialg .are. <icould-be channels for ni

i3

_ For tlie lonie, the panel ,
says, inYaddition to a ::./w
programmes and films, there

ity or specialised interests,
be they ethnic, religious, or
cultural ; for the video equi-
valent of the local news-
paper; and for educational
services combining film, text,
‘audio — ahd ¢ontalning the =
.\..,W..nm_.wwbw.vmnw » e¢lement of a

P evmi e



hody to cm the ‘“broadcasting
authority ” for cable and a
working group represenling
cable operators, the elec-
tronics industry,
Tele¢om ‘to define the techn
cal standards — “ conslst
S;: commercial - viabi

and .- 52.@5 w_ oW
:u:oﬁmﬂ ::wmmmm

About’ 1.5
nectéd to the services un
commercial operators
rest use systems owﬁ.mmma
j m&:ozsom. housing

homes. mosmedn.
those cables are so old Sme
they ‘can transmit only ?E..
to six channels, :

By contrast, cable ~serves
35 per cent of homes in ﬁamn
Germany, 37 per cent in
France, and more than: ‘50
per cent in’ Belgium, thg
Netherlands, Denmark and
Canada. In the United States,
where cable is expanding
fastest, the cmnnmimmo last
year was 22.4.

H.:,n , Eo_.:n

Office  has

and British * more powerful --

PR R e

ing 15 to 24 channel§ at’ E,mn
— should hegin via copper
co-axial cables, because  the
-fibre --optic -
SEnm (replacing eléctricity |
with laser-light. ‘signals; puls- "
: -along - .:wz..s:a glass
wzunmz ar mﬁ too Gostly
or :providing it

3 Homes.” "™

2:8 >E:o= Em:mm_zw dir-
ector of w«%mcms Com-
puters, added the additional
irony that the original US
cablé petworks were,also sup-
plied by 555 in :5 late
1940s. ,

The report . mzﬁmmmmm a
business as well as home
market for wider cable
networks, because they could
carry m_mas.oao mail and
other computér data
much faster rate 2:5 today’s
phone lines nm:.

final links - Qﬁom to,. E.oSmm nstant re-

at a-

about the ¢ spectacular”
growth dn cable systems
Tinked to salellites in the US

sirice the lifting of restrie- -

tions in 1975;:

mE.mma of uzmw
démoacrady ' chcm
of 'two-way . cab

gnd &cccﬁ. the
fon idirect

8& anss_mro "
 the ¢ nsumner,

%ws aerial to receive’ mmﬁm::m
TV direct ‘would be about
“£400 — Ecm £100 for instal-
“lation.

It says that mmaoama ena-
bling TV sets to receive thé
more extensive cable services
would cost £200 to £250 at
thé start, dropping to £40 to
£80 in mass production.

The report says. there
would be significant export
markets, given the high repu-
tation of UK broadcasting
and information
There could also be exports

,.,.2;; the Home Offi
5 partment'- of . Industry “d

services,

o_omw. ..;o vmcm— oBE»E
‘the.Di

British HoSSB alk
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By Caroline Shaw

The Government is consider-
ing proposals to transform the
UK telecommunications
network. in one of the most
massive industrial investment
programmes ever undertaken.

A report for the Cabinet Of-
fice. by the Information Tech-
nology Advisory Panel (ltap).
proposes a £10 billion invest-
ment over 10 years from the
private sector to rewire the UK.
Couxial cables or optical fibres
will be used 10 carry business
and consumer telecommun-
ication-based services to the
office and the home. '

ltap has estimated that if its
plans are acted on the direct

1arket for equipment and ser-
vices will total £3 billion or
more.

For the terminal manufac-
turers it will open up the pos-
sibility of supplying every
home in the country. There are
untapped opportunities for
value-added services being ad-
ded to the network. and cable
manufacturers 100 will profit.

Mike Aldrich. managing
director of Rediffusion. who
served on ltap told C omputing:
‘Most of the equipment will
probably come from around
two dozen major UK com-
panies.’

Already the major UK cable
manufacturers have plans to
dramatically increase produc-
tion of optical fibres and cong-
lomerate BICC is talking to

Mike Aldrich: ost of the equipment should come from about two dozen major UK companies

iEC about the possibility of
sharing BICC’s new factory
being built in Deeside, North
Wales — which will have a
capacity in excess of 50.000
kilometres of fibre a year.
Oiiver Jjohnson. managing
directorof GEC’s Wireand Ca-
blesGroup.told Compuring:‘At
the moment we are producing
7.000 kilometres of optical
fibre a year. We have new plant
installed and on order which
within two months could raise
our output to 25000
kilometres a year.’

Whether the project goes
ahead is ultimately a political
decision. with the Government
deregulating the market and
issuing licences to all com-
panies which want to provide a
service. The report stresses that
time is of the essence and has
laid down a strict timetable for
action to be completed during
1982.

The report proposes the ca-
ble systems to be in place to
coincide with the introduction
in 1986 of direct broadcasting
by satellite, which will beam

two new tv channels.

The report states that if new
cable systems can be operated
by then, they will provide sub-
scribers with cheaper access to
satellite  transmissions and
offer an incentive for cable
connection.

Initial revenue will come
from cable tv and other enter-
tainment services.

A three man committee of
inquiry has been set up by the
Home Office to examine the
implications of the study and
report back by September.
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COMPANIES previously
neutral to technology in a
strategic sense — finance,
insurance,  divribution
and marketing companies
— are now seizing on
““information techno-
logy"” as a competitive
weapon.

So said  Mike Aldrich,
managing actor of Crawley-
based Rediffusion Computers,
addressing the Info °82 Con-
ference in London, the first
major conierence covering 1T in
Information Technology Yeur

“An enterprise that g :
customer ‘on the system” ef-
fectively locks out competitors,””
he said, a that ‘it cannot
be coincidenial that whole in-
dustrizy are moving in (ks
direction.™

Most businasses ioday could
not {unction  economically
without compuiers but, o date,
except in seme specialised areas,
computsrs had becn used for
tactical reasons — o controd
overheads, produce accounting
informaticn, maintain personnel
functions and suchlike,

Today. spurred by develop-
ments such as corporate videotex
systems, dusiness was awakening
to the competiiive advaniages
that technoiozy cocld confer in
the marketpias

With private videotex svstems,
which link the familiar TV sot 10
compuiers, organizations had
begun 10 *‘create new electronic
communicaiion links with
customers, agenis, distributors

Chains

“‘By puiting the customer on-
line to the corporate daiabase,
enterprises have cut long-winded
communicarions chaing, spesded
up Vil communizaiions,
become more reactive, 1o and
supportive of customer needs
and  saved money by ex-
ternalising their own labour
costs.”’

Mr. Atdnzh poinisd out,
however, that companices secking
to use information technology as
a competitive weapon should
first of all understand that
technology. He listed three rules
for success.

First, top management “mus:
be fluent and comforiable in
technological topics,”” meaning
that they had to have technical
education. Second, management
would have to show -itself
capable of chovusing
technolozically -based projects
that would serve to enhance
“‘strategic position in chosen
fields™.

“The leverage possibilities of
using information technology to
differentiate  products and
change market positioning ure

often substaniial,” he said.
“Delivering  cld  movies by
videocassette, for example,

created new markets tor old
products.”

The third rule identified by
Mr. Aldrich was the need for the
“‘systems and structures of the
company to be tightly coupisd to
provide connection 2rveen
business and technological
decision-making.”

One thing was certain,
however: business ignored
technology at its peril. “The
demise of the analogue watc
industry is a good example of the
sword of Damocles approach 1o
technology,””  Mr, Aldrich
remarked.

S FEE82

F3Lly
Everything on everything
from robots to

architecture — thet's the
proud bpest of Plymouth
Polytechnic which is
holding an Information
Technology Exhlibition In%
June,

The ehbw, which wil} rung"
from June 2 to 4, will be part

High-tech knc;wledge

slignificance ot tnhis growth
industry,

Among thoss taking pan .
will be Britiah Telecom, :

Plessey, Redittusion,

Diakoch, the LB.a, and ths

B.B.C., and the exhibition
will be opened by My Michasl
Aldrich, managing director
of Rediffusion Computers.

Running with the exhibi- :

of Information Technology 1on will be a series of iec-
Year — |.T. ‘82 — a nationat tUres and flims demonstrat. |
+ event supported by the Gov- IN@ Information technology
emment and some of the D the fieids of communica-
biggest names in advanced tlons, robotics, oftice auto-

communication.

mation,

word-processlng,

The polytechnic says the 8rchitecture, and buiiding
. exhibitlon elms to bring

together major users ot
information technology

ustrr
The ftirst two days of the

In Show™ will be reserved for

an effort to publicise the visitors from Industry and
commerce. .

Extract from

Bristol Evening Post

22 MAx

"CABLE

1982

TV

U*REG E NT,
_SAYS

TIGHT time-dabling for the
introduction of cable televi-
‘sion” was urged today by
Government advisers.

An advisory panel report
says that half of. Britain’s
urban homes could be pro-
vided with cable service at

i
!
|
!

and clients,”” he said.

a cost of £2,500 million,
which should come from
private business.

Panel chairman Mr

Charles Read, director of
Inter-Bank Research Organi-
sation, told a press con-
ference that he hoped the
Government would recognise
an urgent need to give the
go ahead and for technical
design” standards’ to-.be  set
“by "the end ‘of the year,
for cable operation by 1986.

Benefits

. Mr Read said that the
introduction of cable sys-
tems was “highly -desirable
-and inevitable.” .
Benefits would ‘include
subscription television and
local programmes of
ainority interest, -with pos-
asibly 24 different channels.
“Panel member Mr Mike
iAldrich, managing:-director
of Rediffusion Computers

aidr “Thete’ ‘will not
cence to print‘money.
gre 11 ‘be .agood
fn oo . the years:’but
“nnt . hangnza - ’
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THE likelihood that Britain  will
estabiish 2 widc<pr::d cable system

became clearer ai the beginning of d..d
week with the publication of a report
czble s; 's’cm< wwepared by an n"now
up by the Prime Minister last
and by an announcement by
ie Scc.-’tq-—;, that he is setting

_,.q.m') into the broadcasting
:rnp.l stions of cable technology.
¢ recommendstions of the advisory
r\n:'xe! are clear: that if Britain dogs not
s intentiens for establishing
hn the next vear, we will s
e 2nd industria
tion of direct
planncd for
ctecl,

p':‘:-'.‘x se

up L)

? ¢ L\PE'lmCFl"
into sub:,::npaon te‘evxs on via c‘_o.c,
which were auvtherised by the Ilome
«Secretary in the spring of last vear, came
three vears 109 lare. Some &7 the ex-
perimernss, which zre for iwo years, have
not yet begun.

AJ nv;!

end Channel

report, but it

Information Technology Ad-
visory Panel, which compiied the Cable
Systems report, was appcinted in july
lase vear o advise the Irime Minister
and governnieat on all *3_: 22 of infor-
mazion :c-}mo‘oﬂ), and, it

Mrs Thaicher, “to ensure th

The

2t (Govern-
are securely
o of market

CiCif @
needs and upper ruk.mcs
Six peopie sit on the
Aldrich, managing- directes f}?defz"—
sicn Computers; LH. Cohen, 1
of Mullard;
airector

bridge University (“f"n
N. Read, dirccior ¢f
Orgmnsauun
¢, chief execu
ervices Divisiow, Bris

; 7

The :..udy on which the reg
done by a working groep from
A, but the whole paiel cidorsec
cr,
panel sevs it o co
“poweriul e
arguments  {or
e svatems o the
.‘1..., vgiven the
wese could be
VA 50N

g of it

1 the words of

"me:«

0
AR o

that the s:f‘ne-'nmcm should make clear
the broad outlines of its fuwre policy
toward cabie systems by the middle of
this year,

Detailed 1 roposals on adininistration
and regulaiion of any cable systems
should, the rrport feels, be announced
by ihe government ne laicr than eeriy
DEXT Yesr.

It 15 the instsutional and regulatory
£ aspects of cable that the inguiry an-
nounced by the Home Office at the

continued on
nexs page
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from previous page
b;gm'x'np of week will deal with
particuls Home Office has
stipulated that th ¢ inquiry must make iis
recomruefxdu.nns by the end of
Sepiember of this year

The {rame of reference the inguiry
must tske i, in the Home Secretary’s
words, “the Government's wish (o
secure benefits for the United Kin ;;do*n
which cable technoingy can offer and its
v'illir'n"ew to censider an :vPansio.': of
mit cabie

to carr) a widsr ra. \teriainment
and cther services (including, when

ces of DES), but in g way
the wider public in-
lar the safeguarding of
sting; to consider
i broadcasting
frorm such zn
in particuiar the
+

available, ser
consistznt with
terest, in pa.ti:
publu service bie
the q'.xﬂ.s“ﬂ
policy which would
expansicn :

NELCS,

supervisory

Chairmian of the inguiry is to be Lord
Hunt ¢f Tanwerth, a [armer secretary 1o
the Cabinet, but th= two cther members
of the inquiry have vet to be named.

In us infroduction to the Cable
Systems  report, the Information
Technology A Panel says t

although some of the topics covered by
the report need further, urgent ex-
amination, i el felt the ieper

shouid be published to stimulate and in-
form the "t}“ﬁie o cable systems.
On the
Monday,
the BBC, elibough it said it would hope
to give 2 derad _response 10 the
report fin due cow
Issued by bi
directer of
develop
“The BRC
technoiog? !
of breadeasting

full Ampllcauons, ::.cmur._
rangements.”

The Information Technol ogy  Ad-
visory Panel begins its with a
review of the p.ese nt T‘ 1, say-
ing that the relay of con broad-
cast seivices via cable h eral no
future, because ihe rece of the
three channel’s broad’w ignals 15
so good, the initial reascn atreduc-

ing cabie is defunct
“The viability
'X"-‘ zfore fallen,”

continues the vepert,
‘and the major cemmercial compa
are expecting (o move into substamtal

deficit in the next few years”

This could lead 10 9 loss of perhaps
5,600 iobs over the next fevw veas .

Cn the relationshin between DRS and

cable the report points out ihil in
“;"wma the reiatic b

“cicsz and supporiive,” and. “ro the
benelit of both.”
In this country, the success of DBS
p.ou..c‘v dep end on cab: I
pori. and the Home Oiffice
5 blished iast yeur, :
attentien 1o this,

o
=
o

only would cable e
e services be ch
a dish aerial, says t
be casier; t
[+ y in moun:
i 1 correcily.
Te ponim‘u. says tne T
a1 that DBS services
cable sastems with the exiza

>y - A
aC provide

framin-

:hougn, says i

of cabie compa
(100 10 reiav BI,L, E
vear, Cnamc( Fou

oo

;R

ouly have
an interic
to use their p rc,f:m cguipment.
“We wouid expect all new systems 0
have ample capacity for conventionul
broadcasts, while existing  limited
capacity systems would be progressively
renewed,” the .,pon 5ays.
Cabie wouid not pose a threat to
BEC licence-sysiem, savs the report,

tha

because 2l b some licence-payers
weuld 0“ 2c “c fee if m«;\ mr‘
hOL walc

“luilin gt ts proa.ammco :pf

minor
e c:(pect the
= BBC and IBA
ox broadcasting
rulzr]v in rural
with DBQ) be the
received.”
of avoiding putting
tition
1oz of revenues will be
izin 25 the number of
5, 5ays the report.
os it could uitimately
ir  revenue and
s, s3vs the repor L,
"hend, cable would
ertise on telewi-
dimulate the markc.l

Y

pealed to enly
The panci
tcm:strla‘ aeiv
to preyid
for m nany
areas where
enly service
The Br

two cﬁmrv

that 'mch\in-ﬂ.
s woulu muasurll\ have

fec on .nc advertising
ol COMTIEr
. the penet say

sters report by the I
ory Poﬂ(‘,l

s and  DES:
COm 5h.€"2:Z st
for c‘e'.mcr\
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BRITAIN BY 1984 will end up with the most sophisticated, modern TV
cable communications system in the world, if the Information Tech-
nology Advisory Panel's report is taken up by the Government, But the

recommendation to cable Britain N

OW and the satellite announcement

four weeks ago is not being sold as an enhancement of broadcasting but
as a boost to British industry generaily. Into the bargain, the viewer of
these new media is promised specialised programmes and a wealth of
other services, paid for to the tune of £2.5 billion from private sector

sources.

The heavily leaked ITAP report, offic-
jally published last week, was drawn up
at the Prime Ministers personal request.
It proposes an initial 30 channels devel-
oping into an all-purpose medium carry-
ing a wide range of new services includ-
ing an interactive networl enabling sub-
scribers to transmit as well as to receive
information. It also argues that Direct
Broadcasting by Satellite (DBS), due to
start in Britain in 1986, will build up an
audience much faster if it is fed into a
cable system rather than subscribers
having to go to the trouble and expense
of installing their own rooftop dish
aerials. A small aerial is estimated to
‘cost about £400 plus £100 for instal-
lation. The decoders enabling the TV
sets to receive the more extensive in-
formation would, with mass produc-
tion, cost some £40 to £80.

The report states that the necessary
investment ‘“to get the country back on
its feet” could casily be raised form the
City and would create a new industry

with a one billion dollar annual turn-
over. Any delay now would have the
same effect as a negative decision. “We
must allow British technology to prov-
ide and develop the services”, said
chairman of the six man think tank,
Charles Read. “Government and broad-
casters should view cable as an oppor-
tunity not a threat., Cable should be a
complement to offair broadcasting not
a competitor.”

What excited this panel is the devel-
opment of a two-way communications
system, equivalent and superior to the
American system which will be devel-
oped and manufactured here and be
ready to export around the world. “If
you don’t lead, you won’t succeed’,
said Read.

Interestingly though, the report says
that one advantage we have in exporting
this developing cable technology is
Britain’s already high reputation in
hroadcasting and information services,
“This is a national asset which we must

INTERNATIORAL PrEss-CUTTING BUREAU
Lancaster House,
70 Newingtan Causeway, London. S.E.1

Extract {rom
Broadcast, L.ondon

26 MAR 198

preserve, “But our brief was to propose
a plan which would create an environ-
ment for encouraging cable systems. We
did not have the time or resources to
go into the deeper issues. These will be
handled by the appropriate bodies.

It is estimated it will cost £2¥ billion
to provide cable TV to half the popul-
ation of Britain. This figure is based on
the cost of digging up pavements, laying
new ducts and negotiating new way-
leaves. The panel suggests that an
“interconnection not an integration”
be developed with British Telecom.
The report did not cost any BT involve-
ment in setting up a UK cable system.”
It could be cheaper but then that dep-
ends on what British Telecom charges
the «cable operations,”” commented
Read. *“British Telecom has a very
important role to play but not neces-
sarily a dominant one in terms of tech-
nical design and standards”.

British Telecom, by the way, is the
only organisation authorised by law to
lay cable where it chooses without hav-
ing to obtain wayleaves from the local
authorities. The company is reported
to feel that the ITAP did not pay
enough attention to the relationship
between cable TV and its own local
phone network, The ITAP panel insists
that cable television should develop
from a series of local franchise holding

continued an page 4
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cen tinued from page 3
op: rators nof, it stresses,-as some sort
or iblic utiity,

The Post Office Engineering Union
also feels it has been left out, saying the
panel is trying to sh:a out public in-
volvement in the systems.

Today some 2.4 million homes
receive television by cable (14% of the
population) but those cables are so old
they can transmit oniy four to six chan-
nels. The proposed czhie system will be
based on copper ceo-zxial cables with
trunk roots utilising .« more expensive
and sophisticated f.re  optic lines,
still in the developmer.: stages.

Cabie TV is an es:zolished feature in
America with syste carrving up to
100 channels, But de.¢lopment in the
field of additional services has been
more pedestrian ther

What future subgeribers are prom-
ised in Britain from --« early days, via
instantaneous two-wai-. contact beiween
the home and a cenusx computer infor-
mation band, are seriwves for fire and
burglar alarms: contr:. of heating sys-
tems; remote meter rewding; shopping;
banking and even be-ting, from the
home; opinion polimg: video games;
electronic mail; internstive computer-
assisted learning; generi. videotex infor-
mation; software supees to home com-
puters; access to nacavnal and iater-
national communicuatices znd wideband
busines; communicarncens. A iall order
echnicaily and f{rum ne community
who wil have te prosramme the ser-

vices!
But a guick decisicn to act is of the
essence savs the repors, “The oppor-
5 sffered 1o -ue UK will be
izevocabiv lost if our amescales are not
met.” said Read. "We ol believe cable is

inevitable and feel we should take

she removad of
w0 e ransmitied,

— which melude
restriciions on
take z pretry iuernd ~utleok on

i SR e s~ -

what is transmitted and believe it shouid
be done without constraints apart froms
the obvious ones like decency and se -
ition”. And evervthing must be in the
pipeline before the next generaj election
which ““is always a time of uncertainty.
In the next 18 months, we’'d like to see
the entrepreneurs get a good start.”

The report proposes the setting up
of a statutory bedy which should be the
broadcasting authority for cable.

On the question of preserving the
quality of British broadcasting, William
Whitelaw announced immediately after
the report was published that a three-
strong team will inquire into how pub-
lic service broadcasting can bhe safe-
guarded when cable TV becomes wide-
spread. This will be {ed by Lord Hunt
of Tanworth, a former Cabinet Sec-
retary.

Included on the committee agenda
will be a debate on whether or not the
‘must carryv’ regulations whereby services
are required to carry all UK broadcast
channels will continue; what sort of
supervisory framework is desirable; the
degree of control exercised by cable
operators over programming; whether
a distincuon shiould be established bet-
ween the owner of cable systems and
suppliers of programmes; whether adver-
tising should be allowed to cream off
the big feature films and sporting
events; how rules regarding pornography
might be enforced and whether cable
companies should create their own prog-
ramming or simply broadcast other
people’s material. Hunt's report is due
by the end of September.

Fear that cable will destroy the qual-
ity of programmes was voiced at the
news conference. ‘“‘More does not mean
better!”’ said one of the few broadcas-
ters there. “We may end up encouraging
just junk programmes’. Read remindr
the assembled journalists that in Amer
ica a better class oi programmes
found on local stations and on cab..
rather than on the nationa! networks.
“As we start with a higher quality of
programmes on our networks, I do nct
see any reason why our quality shovid
be diminished.”

The ITAP report

speculates  that

specialised channels would include those
for ethnic groups; different age groups
itke children, old people, and for
i ople with impaired hearing. Local
channels would offer local and national
government information, ‘what’s on’,
consumer information and programmes
by and about community groups.

But despite yeassurances, the fact
remains that by removing the restraints
imposed by our scarcity of channels,
broadcasting as we know it will change.
And the panel does agree some res-
traints might be necessary. “I do not
believe it will be difficult to regulate
cable, The industry has offered to be
self -regulatory”, said Read, perhaps
naively believing that a commercial
element will necessarily regulate prog-
rammes to the acceptance of our broad-
casting iradition and trade union
acceptance. However, the report indi-
cates that it might be enough in the
end for a cable operator, if he misuses
his system, to face having his licence
withdrawn. It does not say, however,
by whom,

The panel consisted of four hi-tech
industrialists, one academic and one
researcher. They were Mike Aldrich,

MD, Rediffusion _ Computers; Ivor
Cohen, MD, Mullard; Tony Davies,

MD, Information Technology; Charles
Read, director, Inter-Bank Research
Organisation; C Southgate, chief execu-
tive, Computer Service Division, British
Oxygen Company and Dr David Hart-
ley, director, Cambridge University
Computing Services.

They collectively bowed to an accus-
ation that they had self-motivated
vested interests: “We were asked to pool
our technical! knowledge. Of course we
all hope to make money out of this,
but so does the country”, said Read.
“We carried out no research with the
public, I think it is a waste of time to
knock on a door and ask if someone
wanted a product he or she does not
even know exists at some unknown
price. Instead we went to the people
who knew about cable. They and the
City believe it is viable. Ours has heen
an entrepreneurial decision and as such
there is alwaysrisk.” — S.F,
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‘The Government’s information
technology advisors are
delighted with the speed with
which the Home Secretary has
responded to their recommen-
dations on recabling Britain.
Only hours after publication
of their report recommending
that the Government should
remove all restrictions on cable
broadcasting to give the
industry - the opportunity to
launch a £2.5 billion
programme to recable Britain's
cities, William Whitelaw
' 'announccd he was setting up-a

€O ‘mxttee 1o revxew ‘the issues-

September. Ii will be chaxred by director

by Joan Gray

Lord Tamworth.

Charles Reed, chairman of
the Inter-Bank Research
Organisation and of the
Government's Information
Technology Advisory Panel,
told Electronics Times: “It’s
excellent that they’re getting on
and thinking about the
implications. It’s exactly what
we wanted them to do. We're
not disappointed because

“they’ve got to look at-all the
~issues.”

Mike = Aldrich,  managing

of Rcdlffuswn

Computers and another

member of the panel, echoed:
Reed’s glee. X
The report recommended .
that the Government should®
agree on its policy and the’
standards for cable broadcast-
ing by the end of 1982, so that"
cables could be in place by 1986.
The Information Technology
Advisory Panel emphasised
that not a penny of public-
money would be needed. It
would all come from private
investors . — provided. : the
Government lifted thepresent
constraints  on  what can be
shown on cable tv. :
~ If ‘the restrictions are leced
viewers will be able to receivea
range of cable and satéllite tv-

‘programmes. Cables “"will ‘also’

make possible such services as
home banking and home
security.

One reason the panel is
recommending an early
Government decision s to
make sure as much of the
business goes to British
companies as possible.

It could have a major impact
on jobs. The panel’s report
suggests that if the present
restrictions on the cabie
industry are removed, it will !
save the jobs of the 5000 people é
already emploved by the cable §
companies, and help preserve f
20000 jobs in colour v ]
manufacture in Britain. i



Government committee outlines cable plans
4~The Government-appointed Information Technol-
ﬁ&bgy Advisory Panel published its recommencat-

fons for putting cables round Britain, and
reckoned it would cost £300 to ‘put each home
on the network. The intention is to build up
the use of home terminals for shopping and
banking, and the panel’ {(which inciudes
Rediffusion's Mike Aldrich'and iTL's Tony
Davies) wants a policy decision from the Gov-
ernment by the middle of the year, and techn-.
ical guidelines by the-end of 1982, This will
give UK industry time to-gear up for a @ajor
instdlaion programme to coincide with the
Direct Broadcasting Satellite service due to
start in 1986. The panel reckons that the in-
vestment needed to wire up haif the nomes in
the UK with co-axial c¢able '~ and fivre optic

.. cable when the technology zets cheaper ~ will
“i‘ be around £2,500m, the bulk coming from the

private sector. Justifying the expense, the

nanel reckons the market for equipment and ser-



